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City of Boaz Contributes to 
Snead State Horticulture 
Program to Continue Partnership

The City of Boaz wants to continue 
a successful year-long partnership 
by making a donation to Snead State 
Community College.

City officials presented a contribution of 
$10,000 to Snead State’s Horticulture 
Program for beautification efforts within 
the community. The donation will fund 
Horticulture students’ work with growing 
annuals and garden vegetables for the City 
of Boaz.

“Students will take the flowers they 
have grown and plant them around the 

The City of Boaz presented a $10,000 
contribution to the horticulture program at 
Snead State Community College to grow a 
partnership that began a year ago. On hand 
for the presentation were, from left, Boaz 
City Councilman Johnny Willis, Snead State 
Instructor and Head of the Horticulture Program 
Dr. Tom Warren, Boaz Mayor David Dyar and 
Snead State President Dr. Joe Whitmore.

City including downtown, the Park on 
Main, and the Boaz Senior Center,” said 
Snead State Biology and Horticulture 
Instructor Dr. Tom Warren.

The students will also coordinate 
with Kenny Smith with the Boaz 
Maintenance Department to put in the 
raised vegetables at the Boaz Senior 
Center. The vegetables will be used by 
the center for culinary purposes.

“I would like to thank Snead State 
President Dr. Joe Whitmore for his 
continued leadership in allowing the 
City of Boaz to partner with Dr. Warren 
and the Horticulture Program. This 
relationship has allowed for continued 
community engagement and investment 
which benefits both the citizens of Boaz 
and the students at Snead State,” said 
Boaz Mayor David Dyar.
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Snead State 
Community College 
Alumnus 
Joins Staff of 
Global Aerospace 
Company

As a high school student, Josh Nabors had no idea 
what laid ahead for him after graduation. Seventeen 
years later, the Snead State Community College 
alumnus is now part of a global company committed 
to building a road to space that will be paved by 
future generations.

Nabors was hired in November 2021 as Supplier 
Quality Engineer for Blue Origin, a company 
founded by entrepreneur Jeff Bezos, the founder 
and executive CEO of Amazon. Blue Origin is 
aerospace manufacturer and sub-orbital spaceflight 
services company built on the vision of enabling 
a future where millions of people are living and 
working in space for the benefit of Earth. In order to 
preserve Earth, Blue Origin believes that humanity 
will need to expand, explore, find new energy and 
material resources, and move industries that stress 
Earth into space.

Working at the Huntsville location, Nabors is 
responsible for ensuring that all products delivered 
from suppliers are following manufacturing 
specifications and company standards. After 
learning about the job through the professional 
networking site LinkedIn, he applied for the position 
through Blue Origin’s website.

Nabors said he was interested in working for the 
company after reviewing Blue Origin’s mission. 
“Everyone at Blue Origin believes we are not in a 
race, and there will be many players in this human 
endeavor to go to space to benefit Earth. Blue’s 
part in this journey is building a road to space with 
reusable launch vehicles, so children can build the 
future.”

Nabors’ career path actually began back at Crossville 
High School, which he was trying to decide what 
field to pursue after graduation. 

“My mom suggested I talk with my guidance 

counselor, and he suggested applying for a technology scholarship at 
Snead State. I was awarded a scholarship for the Electronic Engineering 
Technology program. The instructors made the program fun and exciting. 
Because of their enthusiasm and dedication, I excelled at the coursework 
and knew that a technical or engineering-related career was the right path 
for me,” Nabors said.

The Crossville High School graduate earned an Associate in Applied 
Science degree in Electronic Engineering Technology from Snead State in 
2006. The EET program is now the Industrial Systems Technology Program 
at SSCC.

“I went straight from a Snead State classroom to starting a career in Defense 
and Aerospace as an Electronics Debug Technician troubleshooting 
(printed circuit board assemblies),” Nabors said. “The AAS degree I 
received from Snead State laid the foundation for the career I have today. 
My degree allowed me to pursue opportunities in a technical/engineering 
field that, without my degree, wouldn’t have been available to me.”

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3
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The City’s contribution is the second donation to the Horticulture program to 
fund the beautification project. Last year, city officials presented $7,500 for use 
by the students to grow and install plants downtown and around Old Mill Park. 
The partnership not only enhances community beautification but also provides an 
opportunity to apply the knowledge they learn and gain hands-on experience.

“One of the objectives of a community college is being engaged with the community 
where the college is located. This partnership is the embodiment of what the 
community college is about - finding needs in the community which also provide 
opportunities for our students. Snead State President Dr. Joe Whitmore, City of 
Boaz Mayor David Dyar, and Boaz City Council member John Willis have all been 
very instrumental in this partnership. I would like to thank each of them and the City 
Council as a whole for their continued support and investment in our students and 
the community,” said Dr. Warren.

Snead State Community College added a greenhouse to the Boaz campus in 2019 to 
benefit the horticulture program. The greenhouse, another example of a successful 
partnership for the College, was funded by two grants one from the Marshall 
County Legislative Delegation and one from the Alabama Mountains, Rivers, Valleys 
Resource Conservation and Development Council.

“Our partners in education play a pivotal role in the College’s mission to serve 
students. We’re excited to see for our Horticulture students to learn they can 
give back to the community using their knowledge and skills. It demonstrates 
the tremendous impact our faculty and our students make every day,” said Snead 
State President Dr. Joe Whitmore. “We appreciate the City of Boaz’s support and 
willingness to see this partnership grow.”

Nabors is also a Certified Quality Engineer 
(CQE), a certification he earned through 
the American Society of Quality (ASQ) in 
2019.

“Josh is one of our best graduates from 
our previous Electronic Engineering 
Technology program. He excelled in his 
work and has been very successful. He 
is the first graduate in Snead’s history 
to work for Blue Origin,” said Director of 
Career and Technical Programs Dr. Greg 
Randall, who was also one of Nabors’ 
instructors during his time at Snead State.

Nabors said he hopes more people who 
are searching for a career choice would 
consider a technology field.

“Alabama has so many opportunities for 
someone looking to build a career centered 
around technology, industrial systems or 
manufacturing support. Programs in our 
community college system help to prepare 
Alabamians for successful careers in 
automotive, defense, aerospace, and many 
other areas,” said Nabors.

“Don’t underestimate yourself or what 
an AAS degree can do for you if you’re 
pursuing a career in a technology-related 
field. Working in a technology-related field 
can be very challenging especially when 
you support manufacturing. It’s important 
to develop a passion and be ambitious, or 
you can easily become overwhelmed by 
your duties and responsibilities.”

Nabors credits his success to Snead 
State Community College and those who 
encouraged him along the way. “I would 
like to thank Snead State for awarding 
me a scholarship and give a very special 
thanks to Dr. Randall for his dedication to 
Snead State and for inspiring me to pursue 
my dreams.”

HORTICULTURE CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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WELCOME BACK WEEK

Welcome Back Week was held Jan. 18-20 to welcome students, 
staff, and faculty to the spring semester. It featured Taco 
Tuesday, Waffle Wednesday, and Thoughtful Thursday.
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Upcoming Events at Snead State

The drop for no show will be Jan. 28.

Drop for No ShowJAN 28

Counselor Day will be held Jan. 28.

Counselor DayJAN 28

Click here for the full event calendar.

WELCOME BACK WEEK

READY.
SET.

Enjoy a free breakfast & learn about 
the Hospice Heroes program for the 

Race to Remember 5k & Family Fun Run. 
BENEFITING THE SHEPHERD'S COVE FOUNDATION 

 

RSVP by January 28th to Emily Sims
esims@shepherdscove.org

Or Online at:   

 https://www.eventbrite.com/e/hospice-

heroes-breakfast-tickets-244606373247     

LOCATION:
Snead State

Cafeteria
206 

College Ave
Boaz , AL 

35957
 

REGISTRATION

REQUIRED
 

 
 

JOIN US FOR OUR

In the News.....
Check out the other great things going on at Snead State 
by clicking the link, which will take you to our website! 

Snead State Announces Fall 2021 President’s List

Snead State Announces Fall 2021 Dean’s List

Community Wind Band Begins Rehearsal 

Join us for a special signing ceremony to 
commemorate Pilgrim’s Pride and Snead State 
partnering together for the Better Futures 
Scholarship Program. It will be held on Feb. 1 at 
3 p.m. downstairs in the McCain Student Center. 

Snead State + Pilgrim’s Pride
Better Futures Signing

FEB 1

Welcome Back Week was held Jan. 18-20 to welcome students, 
staff, and faculty to the spring semester. It featured Taco 
Tuesday, Waffle Wednesday, and Thoughtful Thursday.

https://snead.edu/events/month/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/hospice-heroes-breakfast-tickets-244606373247
https://snead.edu/snead-state-announces-fall-2021-presidents-list/
https://snead.edu/snead-state-announces-fall-2021-deans-list/
https://snead.edu/snead-state-community-wind-band-begins-spring-rehearsal-schedule/
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UA Strengthens Partnership 
with Snead State

SUPPORT OUR TEAMS AT THESE 
UPCOMING HOME GAMES.

MEN’S BASKETBALL VS. MARION 
MILITARY INSTITUTE
1/27 - Men’s Game, 7 p.m.

BASKETBALL VS. ENTERPRISE STATE
1/29 - Women’s Game, 5:30 p.m.; Men’s 
Game 7:30 p.m. 

BASKETBALL VS. SHELTON STATE
2/2 - Women’s Game, 5:30 p.m.; Men’s 
Game, 7:30 p.m.

BASKETBALL VS. LAWSON STATE
2/7 - Women’s Game, 5:30 p.m.; Men’s 
Game, 7:30 p.m.

The University of Alabama and President Stuart R. Bell recently hosted leaders from 

community colleges around Alabama, including Snead State Community College 

President Dr. Joe Whitmore, as part of UA’s continuous effort to build and nurture the 

partnership between the Capstone and two-year institutions.  

“The University of Alabama views Snead State Community College as a strategic 

partner, and we’re always looking for new ways to develop this special connection,” 

said Dr. Matthew McLendon, UA associate vice president and director of enrollment 

management. “Supporting transfer students from Snead State is an important part of 

our enrollment strategy. As the state’s flagship university, it provides us another avenue 

to serve students.” 

During the event held at the President’s Mansion, Dr. Whitmore and leaders from 

several community colleges had the opportunity to engage in conversation with Dr. 

Bell on ways to strengthen the bond between their institutions and the University.   

“We are very proud of our strong partnership with the University of Alabama and 

the many opportunities they offer our students. I appreciate Dr. Bell and his staff for 

their valuable engagement in working with Snead State to make our student transfers 

seamless and to seek out new opportunities to strengthen our partnership for the 

benefit of our students,” said Dr. Whitmore.

According to the University’s six-year graduation rate data, 70 percent of transfer 

students will earn their undergraduate degree from UA while simultaneously receiving 

credits for their associate degree they started at their respective community college. 

“One immediate value for students who transfer to UA before earning their associate 

degree is students will have the option to have their University of Alabama credits 

transferred back to the two-year institution for evaluation and determination of 

eligibility for an associate degree,” said McLendon. 

“Additionally, the overall support services the University provides to the student body, 

along with our wide range of academic programs, make coming to UA a great choice for 

those students who wish to earn an undergraduate degree.”

According to the nationally recognized First Destination Survey, 90 percent of those 

surveyed in UA’s May 2020 graduating class reported a positive outcome, such as full- 

or part-time employment, continuing education, military service or volunteer service, 

following graduation. Some of the top 10 employers included UA, Lockheed Martin, 

GO PARSONS

Dell Technologies and Children’s of Alabama, among 

others. 

UA will host the fourth annual ACHIEVE Alabama Transfer 

Student Success Conference March 2-3. The virtual 

conference will bring together administrators, faculty and 

staff from two-year and four-year institutions across the 

state to foster collaboration to ensure student success and 

increase college completion rates.

The virtual conference is free and registration is available 

via the conference website or by calling 205-348-9966. 

Participants can submit proposals for session presentations 

until Feb. 1.  

UA is a student-centered research university and an 

academic community united in its commitment to enhance 

the quality of life for all Alabamians and the citizens of the 

nation and the world through the creation, translation and 

dissemination of knowledge with an emphasis on quality 

programs in the areas of teaching, research and service.
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Snead State 
Appoints Scott as 
Vice President for 
Academic Affairs
Snead State Community College recently changed 
the interim appointment of Vann Scott to a 
permanent hire as the Vice President for Academic 
Affairs.

Mr. Scott has served as the interim Vice President 
for a year, and prior to that, he was the College’s 
Business Division Director and Instructor.

“Mr. Scott has done a tremendous job for (the 
College) in his interim role during a very difficult time 
over the past year. I am grateful for his willingness 
to serve in this capacity on a permanent basis,” 
said Snead State President Dr. Joe Whitmore. “He 
brings extensive institutional knowledge and strong 
leadership to this critical area, and I look forward 
to working with him as we continue to grow and 
prosper.”

Mr. Scott has been serving at Snead State since 
1993, first as a part-time instructor and then as a 
full-time instructor beginning in 1996. In addition 
to being an instructor, he has served as Division 
Director for Business as well as Fine Arts and 
Computer Science and Technology.

In addition to serving at the College, he’s also served the community as a Boaz City 
Councilman from 1992-1996 and from 2012-2016. A 1981 graduate of Snead State 
Junior College, Mr. Scott earned a Bachelor’s degree in History with a double minor 
in English and Political Science and a Master’s degree in Public Administration with a 
concentration in Business, both from Jacksonville State University, and has completed 
additional graduate studies at the University of Alabama and Alabama A&M University. 
As part of his responsibilities at Snead State, he has served as co-sponsor of Phi 
Beta Lambda, an organization for students interested in the fields of Business and 
Economics, and as the sponsor for the College Bowl team.

“I’m excited for the opportunity to lead the faculty, and I’m going to do my best to 
give them the tools and encouragement that they need to deliver the best education 
possible to our students. I say this all the time, and I really believe it: Snead has the 
best faculty and staff of any two-year school in the state of Alabama,” Mr. Scott said.
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SNEAD STATE VS. WALLACE STATE


