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Snead State Students Participate 
in College’s First Industry 
Apprenticeship Program

 

Snead State Community College students 
(seated from left) James Brown and Kevin 
Franco signed agreements to be the first 
participants in the College’s Registered 
Apprenticeship Program. They will work in the 
Industrial Systems Technology field with partner 
AlaTrade. On hand for the scholarship signing 
were (standing from left) Snead State Career 
and Technical Programs Director Dr. Greg 
Randall, AlaTrade representatives Bruce 
Phillips, Susan Swords and Marty Croft, Snead 
State Director of Workforce Development 
Teresa Walker, and Snead State President Dr. 
Joe Whitmore.

Snead State’s Registered Apprenticeship 
Program is business driven, combining 
on-the-job learning with related technical 
instruction through the classes offered at 
the College. The program also includes a 
national occupational credential from the 
Alabama Office of Apprenticeship.

Two students, James Brown and
Kevin Franco, both of Boaz, signed 
apprenticeship agreements to work with 

AlaTrade Foods in Albertville, the first 
company to partner with Snead State 
for the apprenticeship program.

“We were very excited to offer our first 
apprenticeships. We appreciate the 
management of AlaTrade Foods and 
the Alabama Office of Apprenticeships 
for working with Snead State on this 
process,” said Snead State President Dr. 
Joe Whitmore.

To be eligible for the apprenticeship 
program, students must enroll into 
the College with a major in Industrial 
Systems Technology. They can apply for 
the program, and they will be notified 
when partner companies have job 
vacancies. Once hired by the company 
as an apprentice, the student will attend 
college while working in the industrial 
systems field.

Apprenticeship Signing Day

PRESS

Contact Us

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3
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Snead State 
Rededicates Newly 
Renovated McCain 
Student Center

Snead State Community College welcomed guests, 
alumni, employees, and students to the Open 
House and Ribbon Cutting celebration of the newly 
renovated McCain Student Center.

“We have been waiting for this day for several 
years. This is a very exciting time on our campus,” 
said Snead State President Dr. Joe Whitmore. “The 
reason we’re here is to rededicate this building and 
to remember a building we tore down a few years 
ago – the SUB.”

The McCain Center was vacated in 2018 and 
reopened in November 2021. The renovations 
addressed structural and HVAC problems with 
the facilities while modernizing the design. The 
Center houses campus offices including Student 
Services, Admissions, Financial Aid, Business Office, 
Recruiting, Campus Engagement, and Information 
Technology. Conference rooms and meeting space 
were added to both floors, while a banquet room 
was also included in the design for the first floor. The 
first floor also has a gathering space for students.

Check out our video from the 
celebration on YouTube!

Snead State Ambassador Kaleb Driskill said he was excited to be a part 
of history with the rededication of the McCain. “It’s been amazing here 
at Snead, and if anything, this building represents how much (the College 
and employees) truly care for us. This connection we have with (the 
faculty and staff) means a lot to me, and I know it means a lot to my fellow 
Ambassadors as well. This will be something I’ll always remember.”

Alabama Senator Clay Scofield offered his congratulations to the College 
for not only the rededication of the McCain Student Center but also for 
the College’s impact on the community.

“There’s so much going on at Snead State, and it’s a testament to the 
leadership of Dr. Whitmore. One thing that I’m proud of with Snead is that 
it’s not just that community college is in the name. Snead is an integral 
part of the community and this area, and it’s evident how many people 
care about this institution by the number of people here tonight,” Senator 
Scofield said.

One thing that I’m proud of with Snead is that it’s not 
just that community college is in the name. Snead is an 

integral part of the community and this area. 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3

Snead State Community College 
hosted an Open House and Ribbon 
Cutting for the newly renovated McCain 
Student Center. On hand for the ribbon 
cutting included, from left, Project 
Manager Hayes Eidson with Eidson 
and Associates in Cullman, Senator 
Clay Scofield, Snead State President Dr. 
Joe Whitmore, and Architect and CEO 
Phil Black with BGroup Architects in 
Birmingham.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TYyyY_r5mlQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TYyyY_r5mlQ
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“Snead State is very excited to offer students the opportunity to earn 
a college degree while working in their specific field of study. Our new 
apprenticeship program will pave the way in linking business and industry 
with highly skilled career employees,” said Director of Career and Technical 
Programs Dr. Greg Randall.

“Apprenticeships with our partner companies and the Industrial Systems 
Technology students will assist with filling the skills gap for industrial systems 
technicians,” said Director of Workforce Development Teresa Walker. “We 
would like to thank AlaTrade for their partnership and their leadership 
team for all their hard work in bringing this together. Congratulations to 
James Brown and Kevin Franco for achieving this milestone in their career. 
We also would like to thank Michael Bridier and the Alabama Office of 
Apprenticeship for all of their help.”

SSCC History Instructor Dr. Grover 
Kitchens shared the history of the McCain 
Center as well as the former Student 
Union Building as part of the celebration.

“When Snead State joined the state two-
year college system in 1967, the institution 
began to grow. By 1973, the school budget 
exceeded $1.7 million, and by 1975, Dr. 
Virgil McCain had amassed $850,000 to 
construct not only a library but a learning 
resource center. The building was named 
after Dr. Virgil McCain, who had been 
president of Snead Junior College from 
1954-1959. He left to be president of 
Athens State University, but later returned 
to Snead.

“The McCain Learning Resource Center 
was occupied by 1977, and the dedication 
occurred on Jan. 28, 1978. The building 
became a lasting legacy to his dedication 
for education and for Snead. Today, this 
building represents the leadership of Dr. 
McCain,” said Dr. Kitchens.

The newly renovated McCain Center 

includes a student gathering area to 
replace the Student Union Building that 
was demolished due to structural and 
safety concerns. The SUB originally served 
as the College’s gymnasium that was used 
for both ball games, as well as student 
activities. The seating was in the balcony 
and was accessed by four spiral staircases. 
When the Plunkett-Wallace Gymnasium 
was constructed, the original gymnasium 
no longer hosted ball games, but continued 
to serve as a place for student activities. To 
pay homage to the College’s history of the 
SUB, one of the spiral staircases, as well as 
a portion of the floor, is on display in the 
student area of the new McCain Center.

To close the rededication ceremony, Dr. 
Whitmore quoted verses from Proverbs 
24:3-4: “A house is built by wisdom, and 
it is established by understanding; by 
knowledge the rooms are filled with every 
precious and beautiful treasure.”

“My vision for what this building would be 
is a building where all of the space would 
be filled with ‘riches’ for our students 
to give them better lives and better 
opportunities, to give them the chance 

to continue their education elsewhere, 
to get a job, to contribute to our society 
and our community, and to be able to give 
back and keep that circle going,” said Dr. 
Whitmore.

APPRENTICESHIP CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Snead State will host a second Apprenticeship 
Agreement signing with Mueller on Thursday, 

Jan. 13, at 9 a.m. in the Technology Center.

McCAIN CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2
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Upcoming Events at Snead State

Snead State Community College will 
be closed on Monday, Jan. 17, in 
observance of Martin Luther King, Jr., 
Day.

MLK DayJAN 17

Tuesday, Jan. 18, will be the first day of 
classes for the spring semester.

First Day of ClassesJAN 18

Taco Tuesday will be Tuesday, Jan. 18, at 
10:30 a.m. in the McCain Student Center.

Welcome Back Week
Taco Tuesday

JAN 18

Waffle Wednesday will be Wednesday, 
Jan. 19, at 10:30 a.m. in the McCain 
Student Center.

Welcome Back Week
Waffle Wednesday

JAN 19

Thoughtful Thursday will be Thursday, Jan. 
20, at 10:30 a.m. in the McCain Student 
Center. Create your own inspirational 
letter for friends or faculty to start the 
year off right and free snacks.

Welcome Back Week
Thoughtful Thursday

JAN 20

There will be a LifeSouth Blood Drive on 
Tuesday, Jan. 25, from 9 a.m. - 3 p.m. at 
the McCain Student Center.

LifeSouth Blood DriveJAN 25

Club Rush will be held Tuesday, Jan. 
25, at 10:30 a.m. in the McCain Center 
Community Room. 

Club RushJAN 25

Club Rush will be held Wednesday, Jan. 
26, at 10:30 a.m. in the McCain Center 
Community Room. 

Club RushJAN 26
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New Spring Operational Plan 
for COVID at Snead State

Masks will remain highly encouraged this spring
at Snead State.

SUPPORT OUR TEAMS AT THESE 
UPCOMING HOME GAMES.

BASKETBALL VS. WALLACE STATE
1/19 - Women’s Game, 5:30 p.m.; Men’s 
Game, 7:30 p.m.

BASKETBALL VS. ENTERPRISE STATE
1/21 - Women’s Game, 11 a.m.; Men’s 
Game, 1 p.m.

MEN’S BASKETBALL VS. MARION 
MILITARY INSTITUTE
1/27 - Men’s Game, 7 p.m.

Vaccination remains the leading prevention strategy to protect individuals from 

the COVID-19 disease and end the COVID-19 pandemic. The COVID-19 vaccine 

significantly reduces the potential of severe illness, hospitalizations, and death. 

COVID-19 vaccines are safe and effective. Everyone five years of age and older is now 

eligible to get a free COVID vaccination.

Definitions

Close Contact is defined as within six feet of an infected person (laboratory confirmed) 

for a cumulative total of 15 minutes or more over a 24-hour period.

Fully-vaccinated: People are considered fully-vaccinated two weeks after their second 

dose in a two-dose series or two weeks after a single-dose vaccine.

Persons with Positive COVID-19 Test Results

Everyone, regardless of vaccination status, shall: Stay home for five days; If there are no 

symptoms or symptoms are resolving after five days, individual may return to campus/

work. The individual should test, if practicable, prior to returning to work; Individual 

shall wear a mask around others for five additional days. If the individual has a fever, 

they should continue to stay home until the fever resolves.

Persons with Exposure to COVID-19

Persons who are fully vaccinated within the last six months OR have been boosted shall 

wear a mask around others for 10 days and test on day five, if possible.

Persons who are fully vaccinated over six months ago and are not boosted or are 

unvaccinated shall stay home for five days. After that, continue to wear a mask around 

others for five additional days and test on day five, if possible.

If symptoms occur, individuals should immediately quarantine until a negative test 

confirms their symptoms are not attributable to COVID-19.

It is imperative that each person continues to do his/her part to prevent the spread of 

COVID-19 in accordance with CDC Guidelines. This includes:

• Staying away from the workplace when you are not well.

• Regularly washing and sanitizing your hands.

• Avoiding touching your face, eyes, and mouth.

• Avoiding sneezing or coughing without appropriate covering of the nose and mouth.

GO PARSONS

HOMECOMING

Save the date and make plans to join 

us for homecoming on Wednesday, 

Feb. 16. Snead State will take on 

Gadsden State. The women’s 

game begins at 5:30 p.m., and the 

men’s game will begin at 7:30 p.m. 

Homecoming festivities will take 

place between the two games. 
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PBL Students 
Attend Conference 
in Washington, D.C.

Nine Phi Beta Lambda students attended the 2022 
PBL Career Connections Conference in Washington 
D.C. Jan. 5-8.  While there, students heard panel 
discussions and participated in roundtable topics 
with businessmen and women from corporate 
America.  Companies represented included 
Intuit, Goodwill Industries, IBM, Smart HR, and 
Obsidian Group.  The students were part of mock 
interviews (some in-person and some on Zoom), 
had their resumes reviewed, attended a networking 
reception, and received free headshots to improve 
their online networking presence.

While in D.C., students had the opportunity to visit 
the Lincoln Memorial, Washington Memorial, White 
House, and the Museum of American History.  
In addition to the conference and sightseeing 
opportunities, students learned some life lessons 
on navigating the subway and air travel as most 
students had never flown or been on a subway 
before.

“Being a part of students’ experiences outside of 
the classroom is one of the best parts of my job and 
a vital part of their college experience - PBL and 
support from our college makes these experiences 
possible,” said Dr. Meredith Jackson

Students who attended the conference included Adriana Ponce, Angelia Rosales, Arturo 
Ramos, Cindy Guerrero, Erika Cruz, Gabriela Andres, Jareny Lopez, Jerika Gary, Mauren 
Arreaga, Dr. Chris Chaffin, Dr. Meredith Jackson
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Being a part of students’ experiences outside of the 
classroom is one of the best parts of my job and a vital 
part of their college experience. PBL and support from 

our college makes these experiences possible.
-Dr. Meredith Jackson




